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Impacts of Slave Trade on the Black Experience
Introduction
African diaspora in the Americas can be traced back to the transatlantic slave trade. The slave trade involved different parties such as Africans, Arabs, and Europeans. Africa’s history has been associated with slavery taking into account that it experienced four major slave trades such as the trans_ Saharan slave trade, the red sea slave trade, and the Indian Ocean slave trade that date back to 800AD. The other slave trade was the transatlantic slave trade in the 15th century and included slaves being shipped from West Africa, west-central Africa, and eastern Africa. They were transported to supply labor for the expanding plantation economies (Curtin et al., 1995). This movement of slaves had an impact on the political, social, and economic development of Africa. The slave trade was usually brutal, and most Africans died in being transported in the trade.
Social Impacts
Religion
The Slave trade had impacts on religion, for example, the Islamic religion. This is because some sub-Saharan Africans entered the Islamic world as slaves. In the Islamic world, only non-Muslims that rejected Islam could be captured and put into slavery. However, the enslaved were given special titles, and most of the black slaves converted to Islam became literate and learned to read the Quran (Behrendt et al., 1999).
Blacks also came across other religions during the slave trade, such as Christianity, by reading the bible. This shaped their religious beliefs in many ways. The blacks incorporated their music, food, language, and art in the western culture—this enriched much of American music, theatre, and dance. According to Behrendt et al. (1999), the slave trade led to the fusion of cultures, for instance, among the Egyptians and Nubians who intermarried with slaves. Egyptians borrowed Nubian practices and some institutions.
Family Kinship
The Slave trade had a major implication on family kinship. This is because imported slaves bore the trauma of being separated from their relatives and friends. Also, mostly male slaves were imported, making it hard for them to find spouses in the plantations, and the high mortality rate led to early widowhood among the black families (Curtin et al., 1995). This led to the rise of patrilocality, whereby women-led households. Scholars such as DuBois and Frazier stressed that the instability experienced in the black family resulted from the legacy of slavery.
Family beyond the mother-child bond was unimportant because the plantation owners were only interested in the slaves procreating for the sole purpose of augmenting the labor force. This led to the black families being extended in nature, and fictive kinship was formed based on common suffering. Blacks, therefore, developed strong ties despite their hard situations.
Economic Impacts
According to Harris (1993), the slave trade affected Africa’s economy as it brought about a loss of industry, skills, technological invention, and Africans' production.  Therefore the slave trade led to the loss of an opportunity for blacks to develop. It is possible to say that the slave trade led to a brain drain as the Europeans imported the Africans with skills and left the ones who are not skilled hence hindering the development of the continent.
The slave trade also impacted negatively on the black economy due to the prevalence of slave raids. This was a major setback as it prevented the Africans that were not involved in the trade from performing their business in peace due to the fear of being captured. It is difficult to develop economically in an environment full of insecurity and violence, which the slave trade brought about (Harris, 1993). The slave trade can therefore be blamed for the low technological advancement of the blacks, and maybe if they did not practice it, things would have turned out differently.
The blacks shaped the industries and agriculture in North America as they brought their skills and expertise from their homeland. For example, African cattle drivers applied their skills to ox teams. Some Africans were also familiar with large-scale rice farming, which was unknown to European Americans, which means that if it was not for the blacks, the South Carolina rice fields might never have existed.
Political Impacts
The slave trade had a major impact on the political aspect of the Africans or black people. For instance, it subverted the existing political balance in traditional African societies. It also led to the formation of a pseudo feudal class that Europeans created: this increased absolutism and reduced democracy and liberalism. Slave trade also laid a basis for Africa's colonization by European powers (Gomez, 2019).
The Slave trade had another implication on Africans because it provoked a politically violent culture and disregard for human life. It also encouraged widespread attitudes of racism and contempt for Africans. This attitude towards racism ended up being a major issue for blacks as they were looked upon as a lesser race, which can be seen today.
Areas with a higher slave export had higher levels of political fractionalization as more wealth was acquired by people who could mobilize more people to go on raids and kidnappings, which led to immense political friction and breaking the existing political units at the time. Slave trade, on the other hand, can be said to have positively impacted the political side by introducing checks and balances. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, slavery had many impacts on the black experience, both positively and negatively but mostly negative due to the brutal nature of how it was conducted (Gomez, 2019). Depopulation occurred as most Africans were transported as slaves. This led to the destruction of black societies. Some of these blacks’ experiences are still embedded in today's culture, such as systemic racism in school and the workplace and the justice system that has negative stereotypes on black males, especially in European countries. Even with the end of slavery, there was continued despair among the black people who were formerly enslaved as they did not receive any form of compensation
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